
Mr. Wager Cues The Band:

" I  e n jo y  b an d  b ecau se  I love p la y in g  m u sic  
an d  h a v in g  to g e th e r n e s s ,"  sta ted  D e a n n  G r o s s . I f  

y o u 'v e  ev er lis te n e d  to  th e  A sh le y  H ig h  S c h o o l 
b a n d , y ou  p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  love m u sic , too . T h is  

year th e  b an d  set a lev el o f  e x ce lle n ce  th a t w ill 
b e  a c h a lle n g e  fo r b a n d s in  th e  c o m in g  y ears to  

m a in ta in . T h e  D a n sv ille  M a rc h in g  B and 
In v ita t io n a l C o m p e titio n  w as d e fin ite ly  an  

e x c it in g  e x a m p le  o f  th e  b a n d s ' h ig h  p e rfo rm a n ce . 
T h ir d  year b an d  d irec to r, M r. C al W a g e r, said  

th a t th e c o m p e titio n  w as, b y  fa r , th e m o st 
e x c it in g  m o m e n t o f  th e  y ear. " T h is  w as th e  f irs t 

tim e  a n  A sh le y  m a rc h in g  u n it h as g o n e  to  a n y  
co m p e titio n , and fo r us to  co m e h o m e w ith  th ree 
f ir s t  p lace  aw ard s is re a lly  a su p er a ch iev em en t/ ' 

h e sa id . M r. W a g e r lik e s  th e  c lo s e n e ss  b etw een  
th e  s tu d e n ts  and  h im , and th e s tu d e n ts  w ith  

each  o th er . " T h e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  k id s  tow ard s 
ban d  is  re a lly  im p ro v in g ; it co u ld  be b e tte r  b u t

it 's  g e ttin g  th ere/ ' 
D e a n n  G r o ss  an d  C ara B u rk  b o th  agreed  th at 

ban d  w as " a  lo t o f  fu n  —  e sp e c ia lly  b u s tr ip s !"  
M r. W a g e r em p h asized  th a t th e  b a n d 's  fu tu re  

goal w as to  ge t s tra ig h t T s "  at fe s tiv a l an d  
sta ted  th a t it w as "v e ry  p o s s ib le ."  T h e  b an d  h as 

set a tren d  o f im p re ss iv e  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  for 
th e m se lv e s  w h ich , h o p e fu lly , w ill c o n tin u e  in

th e fu tu re  y ears.

" J o in in g  b an d  h a s  m ade 
m e ap p rec ia te  m u s ic  a lo t 
m ore and  h a s  h elp ed  m e 
w ith  m y  p ian o  p la y in g . B e 
s id es th a t, i t 's  ju s t  o v era ll 
e x c it in g ,"  co m m e n te d  se 
n io r  b an d  m e m b e r, C ara  
B u rk .

B an d  is n 't  a ll w o rk  w ith  n o  p lay , as 
a n y o n e  w h o  w en t to  b an d  ca m p  w ill te ll 
you . T ra c i  A n d e rse n , B r ia n  G av en d a , 
T h e re sa  F ab u s an d  C h a u n d a  S h a w  e n jo y  
a few  m in u te s  b e fo re  re h e a rsa l, w ith  
t h e i r  r e n d i t i o n  o f  " A n  I n s t r u m e n t  
S w itc h e ro o ."  S p e n d in g  th a t w eek  to g e th 
er d u rin g  th e  su m m e r, fo rm s  a b o n d  o f 
fr ie n d sh ip  th at re m a in s  th ro u g h o u t th e  
e n tire  sc h o o l year. |

M a ry  Lou K ra i, K a r in  B u rlin g a m e , 
C h r is  S h a w , D ia n n a  G a rcia , an d  C h ery l 
H ow e get dow n  to  b u s in e ss  w h en  th ey 're  
p ra c tic in g  fo r th e  u p co m in g  d is tr ic t 
ban d  fe s tiv a l. T h e  b an d  liv es  w ith  th e 
e th ic  th a t if  th e y  p lay  to g eth er , th e y  stay  
to g eth er , w

4  M r. W a g e r is a lw ay s w illin g  to  len d  a h an d  or an  ear to  a s tu d e n t h a v in g  
p ro b le m s. H e a lso  k n o w s h ow  to  a p p rec ia te  a g ood  jo k e  an d  ge t a lo t o f  la u g h s  o n  h ’ 
o w n . H ere h e sh a re s  a b it o f  tim e w ith  A n d y  D e n m a n  an d  K e v in  P a lm a tie r  d u rin g   ̂
p e rcu ss io n  se c tio n a l at ban d  cam p . T h e  s tu d e n ts , b esid es  h a v in g  good  r e la t io n s h ip c 
w ith  each  o th e r , a lso  ge t a lo n g  g rea t w ith  M r. W ag e r. T h e r e 's  a sp e cia l fr ie n d s 1 
b e tw een  th e  ban d  d ire c to r  and  stu d e n ts , and th a t m a k e s  th em  all th e  b e tte r  in  th e lc
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